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John B. Brudin Eastern Municipal Water District appreciates this opportunity to present
Director of the comments to Professor Joseph Sax and the State Water Resources Control

Metropolitan Water o 2 . . .
nistrict of So. cati.  Board (“State Board”) regarding the legal classification of ground water.

Marion V. Ashley

Treasurer

Joseph J. Kuebler, CPA Eastern’s service area is approximately 550 square miles and includes
fifﬁ"{‘(}””lﬁt . rapidly growing areas such as Moreno Valley, the Perris Valley, Menifee and
S parts of Murrieta and Temecula, in addition to older, more established areas such
as San Jacinto and Hemet which are also experiencing significant growth. The

population of Eastern’s service area is rapidly approaching 500,000.

Eastern is a member agency of the Metropolitan Water District of
Southern California (‘“MWD”) and receives between 70% and 75% of its domestic
water supplies from that source. Concerns about the reliability of MWD’s
northern California and Colorado River water supplies have caused the District
to try to reduce its reliance on MWD through the development of the local
groundwater resources available. Eastern is currently working with other local
agencies, cities and private pumpers in developing a groundwater management
plan for the groundwater basins in the San Jacinto-Hemet area which are

replenished by the San Jacinto River.
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The groundwater basins in the San Jacinto-Henet area are a major source of

groundwat er for Eastern which is produced through a |large nunber of wells, many of which

are physically close to the San Jacinto River and have been in production for decades,

sone of themclose to 100 years.

For these reasons, we are very concerned about any nodification of State Board
jurisdiction that would subject the District's existing wells (and replacenents thereof) to the
State Board's permitting process.

We have revi ewed and hereby endorse ACWA's recommendati ons regardi ng
groundwat er classification. In addition, however, we respectfully request that serious
consi deration be given to providing an exenption for existing wells and their replacenents
where newl y adopted gui delines would indicate that such wells would be producing water
otherwi se subject to State Board jurisdiction and procedures. W submt that said
circunstances will be necessary to avoid a catastrophic disruption of donestic water
production currently in place pursuant to California's |ong established systemof water
rights.

Thank you for your consideration.
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